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Language at BBIS is central to identity, academic success and international mindedness, and 

every teacher is a language teacher.  

1. Purpose  

Language lies at the heart of the philosophy of the International Baccalaureate (IB) and the 

mission of Bucharest – Beirut International School (BBIS). It is through language that 

students construct meaning, develop identity, access knowledge and engage with diverse 

perspectives. In an IB World School accredited as a Lebanese international school, language 

is both a means of communication and a powerful tool for fostering intercultural 

understanding and international mindedness.  

The IB affirms that “the ability to communicate in a variety of modes in more than one 
language is essential to the concept of an international education that promotes 
intercultural perspectives.”   

At BBIS, language is therefore not treated as an isolated subject, but as the foundation of 

teaching and learning across all programmes.  

  

2. Language Philosophy  

BBIS is a multilingual and multicultural learning community composed of students and 

teachers representing more than twenty nationalities. We recognize that language is central 

to personal identity, cultural heritage and cognitive development. We believe that 

multilingualism is both a right and a resource, and that students’ linguistic backgrounds 

enrich the entire school community.  

As educators, we view language as an instrument that empowers students to learn, to 

analyse ideas, to express emotions and to participate meaningfully in society. We are 

committed to developing students’ oral and written communication skills, fostering 

creativity and critical thinking, and encouraging appreciation of literature and diverse 

cultural perspectives.  

  



L a n g u a g e p o l i c y 2 | 5  

  

At BBIS, all teachers are language teachers: Regardless of subject area, every teacher 

supports students in developing academic vocabulary, constructing meaning and 

communicating clearly. Language development is therefore embedded across the 

curriculum and is a shared responsibility of the entire faculty.  

3. Language Profile of the School  

English is the main language of instruction and communication across the school. It is the 

medium through which most subjects are taught and the primary language used in school 

communication. At the same time, BBIS values and promotes additional languages as 

essential components of a truly international education.  

Romanian is taught to all students as the language of the host country, enabling students to 

engage meaningfully with the local context. As a Lebanese international school, Arabic is 

offered at all levels, including emergent levels, reflecting the school’s cultural identity and 

heritage.   

Additional language options, depending on programme structure and demand, include 

French, Chinese and Turkish.  

Language teachers are native speakers or highly fluent professionals who provide authentic 

linguistic and cultural experiences. The linguistic diversity within our classrooms is viewed as 

a strength and a learning opportunity for all.  

4. Language Learning Across the IB Continuum  

Primary and Middle Years  

In the Middle Years Programme, students are required to study three languages: English, as 

the language of instruction, and Romanian, as the host country language, are compulsory. In 

addition, students study a third language either through Language and Literature (for native 

or near-native speakers) or through Language Acquisition (for learners developing 

proficiency).  

Language proficiency develops along the IB continuum of phases, from beginner to 

proficient levels.  Movement between phases occurs at reporting times and is determined 

collaboratively by teachers and Heads of Department to ensure that placement is 

appropriate and beneficial. Students who demonstrate sustained success in Language and 

Literature are expected to continue with Language A in the Diploma Programme   

Diploma Programme  

In the IB Diploma Programme, language study is compulsory and central to the programme 

structure. All students must complete at least one course in Studies in Language and 

Literature (Language A). Depending on their proficiency and academic background, students 

may choose between Language A: Literature and Language A: Language and Literature.  
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For students whose mother tongue is not offered as a taught Language A course at BBIS, the 

IB permits enrolment in a Self-taught Language A: Literature course at Standard Level, 

supervised by the school and supported externally where necessary. This ensures that 

students may continue academic development in their strongest language.  

Students must also study a second language within the Language Acquisition group, either 

as Language B for those with prior experience or as Ab initio for beginners. Placement 

decisions are based on diagnostic testing, prior academic records and teacher feedback to 

ensure equity and appropriate challenge   

The IB awards a Bilingual Diploma to students who successfully complete two Language A 

courses, or a Language A course and another subject taught in a different language. BBIS 

encourages eligible students to pursue this distinction as an expression of their multilingual 

competence and international outlook.  

Career-related Programme  

In the IB Career-related Programme, students complete the core component of Language 

and Cultural Studies. This structured element, completed over approximately 50–70 hours, 

enables students to deepen their intercultural understanding and practical communication 

skills.  Students compile a linguistic portfolio that documents their learning experiences, 

reflections and progress. Language development within the CP is supervised by the CP 

Coordinator and aligned with IB requirements.  

5. Admission and Language Support  

All new students complete a language profile survey and diagnostic assessments in English, 

Romanian and the third language option upon admission.   

 English proficiency determines placement. Students who meet grade-level expectations join 

mainstream classes, while those requiring additional support receive ESL instruction 

alongside mainstream subject classes. Students with no prior knowledge of English attend 

an intensive one-year English support programme consisting of four to five hours of daily 

instruction, with mid-year assessment determining progression. Placement in language 

courses across all programmes is determined by proficiency data, academic history and 

teacher consultation to ensure fairness and academic integrity   

6. Mother Tongue Support  

BBIS strongly affirms that the development and maintenance of the mother tongue is 

essential for cognitive growth, identity formation and overall academic success. For 

students whose mother tongue is not formally offered within the curriculum, the school 

promotes continued engagement through classroom references, cultural projects and 

performance opportunities   
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Parents are encouraged to contribute books and resources in home languages to the school 

library, and students may access online or external courses to maintain literacy in their first 

language.  

The school actively engages parents as partners in the development of students’ language 

profiles by providing workshops, guidance materials and regular communication on 

language learning practices, including the development of Approaches to Learning (ATL) 

skills such as communication, self-management and social skills, as well as opportunities to 

contribute resources and participate in language-related activities, thereby strengthening 

the connection between home and school in fostering multilingualism and intercultural 

understanding. 

In the Diploma Programme, students may pursue Self-taught Language A courses when 

appropriate. Through these measures, BBIS ensures that linguistic diversity is celebrated and 

sustained.  

7. Language Across the Curriculum  

Language development is integrated across all subject areas. Teachers explicitly teach 

subject-specific vocabulary, model structured academic writing and speaking, and activate 

prior knowledge to support comprehension. Students learning in a language other than 

their mother tongue receive appropriate scaffolding to ensure equitable access to the 

curriculum.  

This whole-school approach ensures that academic language proficiency develops 

progressively and consistently from the early years through graduation.  

8. Assessment of Language  

Language assessment at BBIS aligns with IB standards and the BBIS Assessment Policy. 

Assessment practices include both formative and summative components and are designed 

to reflect authentic, real-life tasks. They measure not only linguistic accuracy but also 

communicative effectiveness, interpretation and critical thinking. Students are encouraged 

to engage in self-evaluation and reflection as part of the assessment process.  

Teachers in all disciplines evaluate clarity of expression, vocabulary and communication 

skills as part of holistic academic assessment.  

9. Policy Review  

This Language Policy reflects IB documentation including Language and Learning in IB  

Programmes, Diploma Programme: From Principles into Practice and Career-related  

Programme: Language Development. It is reviewed annually by IB Coordinators, Heads of 

Department and School Leadership to ensure continued alignment with IB standards and 

the mission of BBIS as a Lebanese international IB World School.  
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10. Conclusion  

At BBIS, language is the foundation of identity, community and international mindedness.  

Through English as the language of instruction, Romanian as the host country language, 

Arabic as an expression of Lebanese identity, and additional world languages, the school 

ensures that students develop strong multilingual competencies.  

By embedding language development across all programmes and supporting mother tongue 

maintenance, BBIS prepares students not only for academic success within the IB framework 

but also for meaningful participation in an interconnected and culturally diverse world.  

  


